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Abtitude of the Laos vovard the vViet inh

1. Tho lao populatlion is increasingly concerned by the formation of joir’ Lace
Viet ilinh guerrilla units which are now active throughout Lacs. Some rosi-
denbs of Vientisne are proparing to svacuate to the longkai and lickorn Phanon
districts of Thailand because of the intensified guerrillia activi’t.;m

2, The majority of Laos belicove that the French as well as Lao of iw-z ale of the
French-supported Vientiane government will abandon Laos in the evont of a
large--scale Viet .linb attack. They belisve that even the troops ¢f ihe
Porcign Legion, despite their beastful attitude, would not remain to o
the comntry. nurorx‘r the curront stories of low French morale cirewlat iiy
the colfee houses is that of a French soldaler who deserted his wnit it Vientiane
on 17 Januury 1251 and crcssod the zkons River into Thailand, The soldier
was killed by French militory nolice s shine gun fire near the rivor bunK.s
Such inecidents have boen responsivle for the feela.ng oi panic anory tho people.

@

Political Situation

3. The Lao Umion Poedy, leu 0y 1ao Jonc,, is the declared opposition part; i
Vientiane Govornmono. Althoush the party advocates coopor.tion \iitl
Uinh, thelr propran sccks io sccure Lao frzedon by constituitional nwins.
lany Laos bolicve, however, that the group will join the vict link if [io Chi
Tinh succeeds in obtairg'f_n,g control of the ecountry.

Ly  The Vientiane Covermmoent has-crdored the arrest of several membore 01 the Lao
Union Party on charges of being in contact with the Viet ‘finh. mo O
vone Pridja, a denusy irow snamassak and a membor of the lLuo 1n1c~ oty
has boen arrestzd on chirges of opposing the formabion of the luo U nal
army, of failing to suppertd the military budz:t and of boing Hro- 3
Tao iizoth will be tulon to 3alizon,

5. The events leading to Tuo ieth's arrcst tynify the pollt;.ca . disunity anong
the vardous political groups in Laos, The first Froe Lao orgonization wes
formed at -,he \,uu oi Jorld Jar II wader Phyc harmoo. E‘cllm;fi'r the ronch
rooceupation of Indochina, Phya Khammao, Princs Patcharat, Prince Jox, THRSDOW,
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and Prince Souphanavong established a free Taco Goverrment in Jangkok.
this time, Tac ll2th joined the French and was responsible for the arre
death of a number of I'ree Lao followers of Phya rhammoo still living @
The Free Lao Govarnment in Bangkolk cventually split into sevoral factions,

One group, including Phys Khammao, Prince Souvanapouma and Princce Sukand
joined the French-supportzd Vientiane Covernment under Pui Banya. These men,
more or less figurcheads of the Lao 'f'rcg,re sive 1’arty, nevertheless ov f:upier.i
important positions in the Government, uouwnapmzmu in the Jinxo‘(r,, of Poreign
Affairs and Sukand as Depuly Director of the Lao police. It is generclly
believed that this group dencunced Tao lleth to the French, because of hig
betrayal of I'rea Laos to the Irench at the end of the war.

Viel linh-Sunporicd Iao Goverrmcnd

Viet ldnhe-Ie2o Unlied Front wog hesrd in Laocs. The Lao population is “;‘rﬂre-
fore generally awmre of the fomotion of a cabinet under Pri ) Thes
It apm ars pessible that We .;ouph'vanvorg govermactt has efl go’*teci an 3Ereee
ment with other anti-Irensh lao ! tons and that both the Joramer ra: Laos
now in the h&zxa:wnu Cor wrnm(mt and Lao gusrrilila leaders throughout oos are
in econtact with Souphanavong.

o mea

Viet Minhesupporied Leo leaders uader Souphanavong include the following:

Tao Sri Tomws Uinlster without Portfolic; commandar of all oo
forces under Jouphanavong.

Chao Julpims Tormer sscrotury bo Prince Peitcharat in the 'rae

Lao Governmant in Dangkok.

Chac, Phuy Livee in 33:1 Bw.“{: ¥Fhan {(Swphur Chaibwrd, 103
1025y 3 ing liaison belivzen ..mcn,_)h@m»;vo_
%he 'U'i.et -&nh in Horth Vict lam, via a commu
route running frem Dan Bung Xhan to Paksonse, U
Viet Hnh contact post in Cenlral Vist Uaw i: a
severn. day walk from Palsang.se

Tao Sae Lives in lpoagkhals com‘x;mdb & guerrilla wild sobive
in the arca bebucen Vientiasnc and Paksane.

w0 [od : iv s in Jongikhals acts as a lisison office
weer bhe Vientiane Govermment and Souph “ha

Je ig also concernad with Lac poli l.mal 2%

in Thailzd. e wes formorly a judze in

=3

p

o Lusmest Comends 2 Lao guerrilla wmit of 71 men work
witl: the ‘Jia‘t *‘L}.nh, vhich operatces alomg “ha ok
Rivor in the Jan Sang (105'-02,, ;U""..!..-}"“li(a
(102.13, 13- ()k) sactor, At prasent he is cow
a raiding mission in the vieinity ol Vientis
Qcigis sergoant in the French Jrmy, |
ived a comudssion in Souphanavong's !
ilis nanme hn"dﬂ ceasiderable terror for
the Vientiave area.
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Yiet linh Inteantions towards Loos

Lao politicians generally believe that both the Dao Dai Coverment apd the
lio Chi iinh Govermment are attempting to gain control of Lacs. They belisve
that at the Pau Conference, Bao Dai sujgosted to the French that Laos be
incorporated with Viet Nam in a Vielnamess Union. The Laos generally believe
that the Viet Uinh also intends to incorporate Laecs as a part of Viet lam.
The Viet Ilinh forees the inhabitanis of each nevily occupied area in laos o
study Vistnamese. They have also attenpted o impose Vietnamese customs on
the Lao-Thal inhabitants of North Viet lam. The French also have understocd
the desirability of making these arcas nationally conscious and for that
reason created the avtonomous state of the Thai Federation.

Viet llinh propaganda in Laos is centercd around the inability of the ILaos to
free themselves from French rle withowt Viet liinh support. Convinced by this
reasoning, the anti~Fronch Laos have inevitably suceumbed to Viset !'inh control.
The majority of the Loo popuvlation, however, feels that after the conclusicon
of the war, the Vietnamese will zontrol Laos,

Viet linh J\rms Procurcment

¥ist linh troops in Luos are equippsd with american arms smuggled from Thaim
land, similar ‘o those used by the Irec Thal during Jorld Jar II, Only a
small number have besn produced in their own factories. .rms procurénent
cormittecs have been formed by Viet !linh agents in longked, Udon, Sakon akorn
and Ubon. The arms acquired through thesc committees are divided equally
among the warious Lao guerrilia wnits, An importont arms purchasing co
is a medical and photo shep in the Hongkal market called "Viet Ung,” ow
by Tran Van Phucesszt, one of the aras comaittes members. Tran Jan Pl
leading pember of tha Yiet liinh in Yongkai.

&

Aceording to an informant who has worked as a commission azent in Viet Linh
arms trapnsactiouns, arus for Lao guerrilla wnits arc bought from Thai barracks
and Irom Thal Jrmy deserters who soll their weapons for cash return. On
occasion, arns dealers have boasbed that they are military olficials who have
influcnec and aceess to stores of arms. ,

The Viet linh is able to gequire replacement parts for arms from Banglkck,
wvhore a number of Chinese shops have the ncesssary equipmont. These Chiness
deal principally in rifle barrels. The Viet llinh alsc has soveral arms
factories in northeast Thailand. 3Scveral iron casting and asmeliing shors
have alrsady bcen discovercd by tho police in isolated villages.

Jict llinh Pinancizl Support

According to a Vied ok arms purchasing agent in Hongkai, the vVietnames:
northeast Thailand ave supporting tho Vist !inh orgpanization tc the axte
of approximately 1,200,000 bahtius: por month, Halfl of this swm is st
for the purchase of arms and the othor Wwlf for genoral expensss,

Chinese Communist fumas Support

According to a Lao vho formerly traveled through Ywmen and Indochins at-
tempting to sscure Chinese support for the forces of Prince Souphanavior
flo Chi Yinh will never receive sulficiont arms from Communist China to
ocut a successiul offensive. The Chinesc Communists intend to move bLhwis
troops directly inte Indochina os they Jid inbo Korea. CUU Chia-pimenee:,
a key man in the Chinese Communist .pemy concerned with the situwation in
Indochina, is opposad to giving unlimitsd arms support to o Chi Jinh. &
appears that he wouid like to lead his oim ary into Indochina.
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-1‘,% Cormon gossip among Lao troops who have joinad the Vict Linh forces in lacs
is to the effoct that if the United Stutes supports the remnonts of the
26 Chinece Nationalist Division on the Durma-Indochina border, the Chines:
Cormmnists will enter Indochina in support of lic Chi Iiinh,

25%1 A Comment. This information was previously reportod in
fron the same source.

25X 1K WA@_@_X_&» Additional information on the positions of these
individuals in the Sowphanavong government in contained in—
25X1A and 25X 1A

SO e

255KTA %Mo - from a diffarent source, reports that
let link headquarters in Npngkhai is in a drugstore owned by Hguysn

Duc Phat. This possibly refers to the samc shop. The Tran Van Phue
reported here is probably not the same as the military adviser to
the Viet [linh delegation in Bangkok.

25X1 Aszswsr: [JComzent. A more accurate estimate is probably 500,000 vaht..

RS *JOxment‘. For furthor information on CHU Chis-pi, who
25X1A participated “n the disarming of Japancse troops in Indochina at
the ond of Jorld Var II, _ 25X1A
contains biographical data on UiU.
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